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NEW LIBRARY AT ST. BERNARD 


By Annis E. SmitrH 


Students at St. Bernard Abbey will now have access to modern library 
facilities. Construction is nearly completed on the $400,000 building. The 
fireproof construction is of steel and concrete attractively faced with native 
sandstone and trimmed with Alabama limestone. It is both air conditioned 
and moisture controlled. 


One hundred fifty feet by eighty feet, the new building will have adequate 
shelf space for 100,000 books, reading rooms, work room, and book bindery. 
The first two stories will be devoted to library purposes and the third floor 
will provide six class rooms. 


Edward J. Schulte of Cincinnati, Ohio, well known institutional expert 
is the architect. I. F. Harrison, formerly of Birmingham, Alabama, is in charge 
of the construction. 


The professional staff at St. Bernard Abbey consists of Rev. Andrew 
Capesius, O.S.B., director; Rev. Frederick Smith, O.S.B., librarian; and Rev. 
Roger Lott, O.S.B., assistant librarian. 


President of the institution is the Rt. Rev. Bede Luibel, O.S.B. 


The library will serve all the departments of the school: the four year 
college (which opens this fall), the high school, and the Major and Minor 
Seminary. 
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Akron Better Homes and Gardens Club Akron 
labama Christian College Montgomery 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute Library ; Auburn 
Albea, Mrs. Joy C., Librarian, Anniston High School Anniston 
Albreast, Matilda, Librarian, Piedmont Public Schools - ee Piedmont 
Al lexander City Public Library_ Alexander City 
Alpha Beta Alpha, c/o Dept. of School Library Service, University of Alabama___.Tuscaloosa 
Arant, Mrs. E. J., Librarian, Pike County High School Brundidge 
Arnold, Clio, Librarian, Athens College . Athens 
Baer, Mrs. L. H., Librarian, Marion Institute 
Baird, Sybil, Librarian, Indian Springs School, 
Ballew, Marie, Cataloger, University of Alabama. Tuscaloosa 
Baptist’ Book Store Birmingham 
Barbe, Waverly, Librarian, College of Education, Uniross of Alabama Tuscaloosa 
Barksdale, Robbie A., Librarian, Lee-Talladega Regional Library Dadeville 
Barnes, Mary Emma, Librarian, Tuscaloosa County High School Northport 
Barton, Mrs. Isabel, Ridgely Apartments Birmingham 
Bealle, Nannie Sue, Assistant, Tuscaloosa County Library Northport 
Beamguard, Mrs. Elizabeth Parks, Director, Regional Library Service Huntsville 
Beavers, Martha V., Circulation Department, University of Alabama Tuscaloosa 
Bell, Bob, Associate Reference Librarian, Mobile Public Library Mobile 
Bennett, Peggy, Birmingham Public Library Birmingham 
Berg, Norman, Macmillan Company Atlanta, Georgia 
Berry, Gladys, Librarian, Lee-Tallapoosa Regional Library. Dadeville 
Birmingham-Southern College Library Birmingham 
Blackshear, Martha Jule, State School Consultant, Alabama State Department of 
Education Montgomery 
Blankenship, Mrs. Iva L., Librarian, Mortimer Jordan High School ; Morris 
Bloomer, Mrs. Edith C., Librarian, Clark-Washington Regional Library Grove Hill 
Boazman, Mrs. Myrtle, Librarian, University Military School Mobile 
Boozer, Rebecca, Trustee, Dothan Public Library a Dothan 
Bost, Marie, Reserve Librarian, Howard College Library Birmingham 
Box, Carrie, Librarian, Oneonta Public Library Oneonta 
Boysworth, Mrs. Willa M., Librarian, Huntingdon College. Montgomery 
Bradford, Mrs. Stella, Librarian, Corner High School Rte. 2, Warrior 
Britton, Elsa L., Librarian, Foley School Foley 
Broadus, Miss Boyce, Librarian, Tarrant High School. Tarrant 
Brother, Shirley, Capt., WAC, Fort Lee, Virginia 
Brown, Mrs. Edna Earle, Serials Librarian, Alabama Polytechnic Institute Auburn 
Brown, Mrs. Mary L., Librarian, Fairhope High School Fairhope 
Burnett, Mrs. Catherine, Assistant Librarian, Murphy High School -_Mobile 
Byars, Gaye, Reference Librarian, Howard College Birmingham 
Cadenhead, Mrs. Mamie P., Librarian, Washington County High School 
Cadmean Circle 
Cameron, John K., Chief, Reference Branch, Air University Library Maxwell AFB 
Campbell, Mary Bett, Librarian, Ider High School Ider 
Capesius, Andrew, Rev., Library Director, St. Bernard College St. Bernard 
Carle, Emily L., Assistant, Reference Department, Birmingham Public Library. Birmingham 
Cash, Annabeth, Alabama College Library Montevallo 
Caskie, Mrs. H. B., Cataloger, Walker County Library Jasper 
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Cason, Mrs. Charles M., Redstone Arsenal Technical Library. 


Cecil, Helen, Birmingham Public Library. 
Chalfant, Barbara, Bibliographic Assistant, Air University Lieery__ 


Chambers, Orville T., Librarian, School of Aviation Medicine ....-_________ 


Chapman, Lila May, 1580 Oglethorpe Street .-___-_-___-___--------- 
Chase, Mrs. Henry B., 517 Adams Avenue 


Huntsville 


__.. Birmingham 
Maxwell AFB 

Gunter AFB 
__Macon, Georgia 


Huntsville 


Cheatham, Elizabeth, Head, Catalog Department, Birmingham Public Library__ Birmingham 


Cleveland, Josephine E., Head, Periodical Department, Birmingham 
Public Library Sioa 
Clift, William H., Busheces ‘Manager aa Instructor, ‘Sheds Valley 
High School 
Cochrane, Elenore, ‘Bimaiaghem Public Lien 
Cocke, Mrs. Richard H., Librarian, Public Liwery_.. Be 
Cohn, Adele, Head, Circulation Department, Birmingham Public Library. 
Coleman, Mrs. Gaynell, Librarian, Wylam Branch, Birmingham 
Public Library 
Coley, Mrs. Sara F., Librarian, J. U. Blackshear ‘School. maken 
Collins, Eugenia, porowan Librarian, Base Library_________________________ 
Collins, Mrs. Julius, Librarian, Glenn High School 
Collins, Mary Ruth, Cataloger, Air University Library 


Collins, Walter S., Librarian, Southern Research Institute 


Cooper, Mrs. Aline, Librarian, Toulminville Branch, Mobile Public Library 


Cooper, Elizabeth W., Order and Display Librarian, Medical College 
of Alabama. 

Cornett, Mrs. Doris, Librarian, Callmen High School. 

Council of Jewish Women 

Cowling, Mrs. Sarah H., Librarian, Holtville. High ‘School 

Crawford, Norman R., 

Crowe, Mildred R., Librarian, Medical College of Alabama. 

Crutcher, Miss Lucile, Head, Cataloging Department, University 


sa a a eo a a ie ae a ; 


Cummings, Mrs. Mozelle B., Librarian, Montgomery County High School 


Dacus, Ruth, Librarian, State Teachers College... soe eed een et 


Daily, Mrs. Max, Periodicals Librarian, Howard College sates 


Daniel, Betty Jane, Architecture Librarian, Alabama Polytechnic Institute. ; 


Dardis, Mrs. J. C., 2830 10th Court South. : 
Davis, Barbara, Librarian, Tuscaloosa County Livery 


Davis, Mrs Claude H., Trustee, Huntsville-Madison Couty Public » Léleny... _ 


Davis, Major Harwell G., President, Howard College.» 
Davis, Jewel Cataloger, Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
Davison, Mary Eunice, Librarian, Troy Elementary School 


DeLooch, Mathilde, Librarian, Tuscaloosa Senior High School... 
Delzell, Robert, Chief, Acquisitions Branch, Air University Library... 


Dendy, Emma, Cataloger, Alabama College. 
Duff, Mrs. R. D., 3100 Cliff Road 
Eaves, Edna, School Library Consultant 
Edgewood Club 

Edwards, Mrs. Alton C., Teacher-Librarian, Hayneville High School 








Edwards, Mrs. Robert C., Librarian, Tuskegee High School... 
Ellenberger, Maxine, University of Alabama Medical Center Library.» 
Ellis, Harriet B., Head, Acquisitions Department, Alabama Polytechnic Institute 


Birmingham 
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Ellis, Mildred, Librarian, Phillips High School >= : Birmingham 
Europa Club icteric ee 
Evins, Mrs. L. S., Trustee, Sintadheen Public Library —......___-____________________. Birmingham 





Farrar, Anna Lee, Post Library, Redstone Arsenal =» __..... Huntsville 
Faulk, Mrs. E. Ward, Trustee, Mobile Public Library Mobile 
Fennell, Mrs. Al., Assistant, Tarrant Public Library See REE OAME 
Fennell, Mrs. E. D., Trustee, Leighton Free Public Library _ Leighton 
Finch, Mary Jane, Acquisitions Branch, Air University —.....__-__»____ _. Maxwell AFB 
Fite, Bethel, Director, Dept. of Library Extension, University 

of Alabama ___. __........ Tuscaloosa 
Fleming, Mrs. Elizabeth, ‘Assistant Librarian, East Lae Broach, Birmingham 

Public Library : Birmingham 
Fleming, Laura Aylett, Assistant Cataloger, Univ ony a tebosne Lee: _. Tuscaloosa 
Fluker, Mrs. Annie, Librarian La 
Flynn, Mrs. Lucile W., Librarian, Hueytown Elessontery. School _ : _....... Bessemer 
Foster, Martha, Librarian, Chemical Engineering Library, TVA... _...Wilson Dam 
Foster, Mrs. Pauline M., Head, Department of School Library Service, University 

of Alabama a 
Francis, Mrs. Leoda K., Liew, ‘ae County High School - ee 


Gerald, Sister M., Librarian, St. Mary of Loretto High School : ....Montgomery 
Gillian, Mrs. Virginia H., 10 Villa Court Ee etn Montgomery 
Glass, Nellie L., Ribvaten. Montgomery Public ‘bey ee : Montgomery 
Glocker, Edith, Reference Librarian, Air University >= Maxwell AFB 
Goodrich, Mildred, Librarian, Carnegie Library. : Be - Anniston 
Goodwin, Dr. W. E., Trustee, Montgomery Public Library. eres _......Montgomery 
Green, Mrs. Lois Solin. Director, Public Library Service Division. _..Montgomery 
Greene County Library. fey ene a 
Griffin, Martha L., Librarian, Coffee High School. Be PW, Ty ito Sette Florence 
Griffin, Mrs. Mary Lou, Librarian, Hueytown High School eee 
Griffith, Mrs. Martha P., Documents Acquisitions Section, Air Veieusliy 

Library _--.---------------Maxwell AFB 
Hadley, Mrs. J. H., " Liearion, Northport Elementary School Tuscaloosa 
Haines, Mrs. Paul, Auburn Public Library. Sie 
Ham, Jessie, Head Southern Collection, Birmingham Public Library __.........-.. Birmingham 
Hamil, Beth S., Sylacauga High School a tee ae Aa aN a _. Sylacauga 
Hamilton, Mary, Librarian, Bessemer High School. ee ele 
Hamilton, Mrs. Thomas A., Mobile Library Board .__»_»___»_________. Moobille 
Harding, Mrs. Emily W., Librarian, Thorsby Institute _ asec nes aaeeeee 
Harkins, James K., General Reference Section, Air University Aiken. __.......... Maxwell AFB 
Harrell, Margaret, 1616 29th Avenue North _ = _........Birmingham 
Harris, Mrs. Emma C., Assistant, Reference Dep sartment, “Mobile Public Library Mobile 
Harvey, Mrs. Bernice, Librarian, Susan Moore High School.______________________. Blountsville 
Harvey, Mary L., Librarian, Calhoun County Library. eo a 
Hearn, Tom, World Book Encyclopedia _......--..--------. Birmingham 
Henckell, Frances M., Assistant, Children’s Room, Birmingham 

Public Library__ a 
Higginbotham, Mrs. Louise, Librarian, “Warrior High School_. Na eae aid Seta _.....-.Warrior 
Hildreth, Ellen, Catalog Branch, Air University Library_._»_-_»_>>=>>>_” _Maxwell AFB 
Hill, Mamie, Librarian, Shelby County High School _.___»_»»__»»________ Columbiana 
Hoffman, Mrs. Lamar C., Librarian, Woodland High School Birmingham 
Holder, Mrs. Viola T., Librarian, Coffee High School..___»__»»_»»___ Florence 
Holberg, Ralph G., Trustee, Mobile Public Library_..___»»_»___________________.. Mobile 
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Holmes, Mrs. M. W., Librarian, Cullman Public Library ____.....Cullman 
Hoole, W. Stanley, Director of Libraries, University of Alabama —.__________________. Tuscaloosa 
Hope, Mrs. Daisy A., Librarian _ eee 
Horton, Mary J., Librarian, Chemical Cams School eee ee .....Fort McClellan 
George S. Houston Memorial Libeary — — —_____$__________ Din 
Howard, James L., Remington-Rand, Inc., = _.. Birmingham 
Howard College Library wectsksoasht cassis casera 
Huffstutler, Dr. Paul R. , Temstes, Sieniaghem Public Likeary— Birmingham 
Hughes, Charles Z., Acquisitions Department, Alabama Polytechnic Institute ___.... Auburn 
Hughes, Elizabeth, Librarian, Veterans Administration Hospital _.... Birmingham 
Hughes, Mrs. Margaret H., Librarian, Birmingham-Southern College ______________ Birmingham 
Hyndman, Elsa L., Assistant in Extension Department. Mobile Public Library - Mobile 
Jackson, Julia, Assistant Librarian, Business Library, University of Alabama Tuscaloosa 
James, Edna, Jefferson County Free Library _ Birmingham 
Jarrett, May, Assistant Librarian, E. Lake Beanth, B’ham ‘Public. Livery _...Birmingham 
Jenkins, Harry M., Jenkins Book Co... _............ New Orleans, Louisana 
Johnson, Mrs. Margaret Fell, Librarian, Alabeme Power Co. é _._....... Birmingham 
Johnson, Robert K., Chief, Catalog Branch, Air University Lieesy sf _.......Maxwell AFB 
Johnston, Mrs. Nina M., Librarian, West End High School —-_..____. Birmingham 
Jones, Frances T., Children’s Librarian, Huntsville Public Libeaty. _........----- Huntsville 
Jones, Mrs. Willis, Research Division Library, West Point Manufacturing Co. Shawmut 
Junkin, Ruth Librarian, Gordo High School. a ee eta a ee Gordo 
Kenan, Rebekah L., Librarian, Emma een Kenan eae aes _.-.....--..Geneva 
Kennamer, Mrs. Madge, Librarian, Guntersville Public Library ______________________.Guntersville 
Kennedy, Florence E., Librarian, Ramsey High School -__________ __... Birmingham 
Kerksieck, Ann, St. Mary’s Parish Library__- meee _Franklin, Louisiana 
Killingsworth, Julia S., Alabama Polytechnic Institute py uae crore _. Auburn 
Kingery, Alice C., Librarian, Business Library, University of Alahome. _..... Tuscaloosa 
Kittle, Arthur T., Librarian, St. Paul’s School. _-Concord, New Hampshire 
Kocher, Evelyn M., Assistant Librarian, Huntingdon College. : Montgomery 
Kozumplik, William A., Chief, Reader’s Services, Air University Maxwell AFB 
Lacy, Mrs. Inez E., Carnegie Library___. ene a 
Lamb, Olive Jo, Librarian, Russellville High ‘School. . masses ___...Russellville 
Langston, Joe D., Assistant Director, Birmingham Public Libeary_ anes Birmingham 
Larmore, Lilla L., Librarian, Alexandria High School 

Latham, Mrs. Vers W., Librarian, Carnegie Library = = Bessemer 
Lawson, Mrs. A. Venthle, Reference Librarian, University a Alaheme.. = Tuscaloosa 
Lee, Dorothy, Librarian, B. B. Comer Memorial Library___ Se 
Lee, Farley, Agricultural Library, Alabama Polytechnic Institute. a 
Lentz, Mrs. Mildred C., Periodicals Librarian, State Teachers College. ___........Florence 
Leunig, Charles A., 29 Worthington Street Springfield, Massachusetts 
Lewis, Bessie, Assistant Librarian, Phillips High School. , __...... Birmingham 
Lightfoot, Mrs. Evelyn L., Assistant Librarian, Meutgamery County ‘Liens _...Montgomery 
Lightfoot, Robert M., Jr., Librarian, Air War College (oth asta cince clea 
Liles, Amber, Librarian, Lakeview School Birmingham 
Little, George, 615 4th Street Attalla 
Lobman, Bernard, Trustee, Montgomery Public Library _......Montgomery 
Logel, Mrs. Ann, Rohm and Hass Library Huntsville 
Lott, Rev. Roger, O. S. B., Assistant Librarian, St. Bernard College St. Bernard 
Lynn, Clara Nell, Reference Branch, Air University Library _....Montgomery 
McAlister, Betty, Birmingham Public Library ___ Birmingham 
McCain, James W., Trustee, Guntersville Public Library Guntersville 
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McClaskey, Dr. Beryl Rogers, Ridgely Apartments - 


McClurkin, John Braxton, Bibliographic Assistant, Air University Lier 


McConnell, Jimmie Jean, Library Assistant, Brookley Field 
McCullers, Mrs. E. J., Librarian, Homewood Public Library... 
McGarity, Mrs. Mary Sue, Reference Department, University of 
Alabama Library _ 
McKibbon, Ruth, Litearion, Dothan High School .. 





McKinnon, Mrs. Eleanor N., Librarian, Greenville High Scheel RS a ey eee 


Macon, Mrs. Gertrude, Librarian, McAdory High School __. 
Marion Garden Club 
Marion Garden Study Club _ 


Martin, Mrs. Glenavis, Browsing pee Lieeian, Univeutty a Mehome 


Martin, Lena, Librarian, Gadsden Public Library _- 
Martin, Mary Ruth, Assistant, Woodlawn Branch, Stuniaghon 
Public Library 
Mershon, Mrs. Thelma C., Librarian, State Teachers College 
Michigan State Library — ttn 
Miles, Nan Elizabeth, Assistant ‘Lenton, perey High School. ae 
Miller, Bertha, Librarian, Opelika Public Library__. 
Miller, Elizabeth L., Chief, Circulation Branch, Air Veloniy ‘thew 
Miller, Sarah L., Assistant, Circulation Department, Birmingham 
Public Library_. 
Miller, Winifred H., Lihewien, ‘Cironalle ‘Mamestel Public Lieuy 
Millican, Mrs. Fleeta, Librarian, Hamilton High School 
Mixon, Nell B., Prichard Public Library ..--_»_»»_=__ 
Mobile Public Library 2 pee pee 
Mobile Public Library, Davis Street ‘Reena . Ree ese. 
Mobile Public Library, Toulminville Branch 
Moore, Mrs. Dorothy, Librarian, West Point High School - 
Moore, Martha, Bibliographic Assistant, Air University Library 
Moore, Opal, Documents Acquisition Section, Air University Library 
Morgan, Mrs. Bernice, Librarian, Base Library 
Morton, Allen, F., Librarian, Mobile Unit, Montgomery Public Libeory 
Moss, Roberta, Acquisitions Librarian, University of Alabama 
Moulthrop, Mrs. Foy P.. 
Munro, Mrs. William, Traseo, ‘Mentguneny Public Lieeey 
Murphree, Mrs. Lottie B., Librarian, Irondale Junior High School 
Neill, Marion, Librarian, Houston County Library 
Nelson, Mrs. Harvey D., Librarian, Huntsville High School - 
Nelson, Mrs. Pauline, Librarian, Johnston Junior High School 
Nettles, Mrs. Anna Lou, Librarian, Monroe County Public Library 


Nistendirk, Verna, Field Representative, Public Library Service Division 


Nixon, Arless B., Director, Mobile Public Library _.. 


Oltman, Florine, Reference Branch, Air University Library 

Orne, Jerrold, Director of Libraries, Air University 

O'Rourke, Mrs. Cary Dodd, Assistant, Catalog Depectment, Mobile 
Public Library_.. erent 

Owens. Richard, Post lie ; 

Parks, Mrs. Annette, Assistant .tienion ‘State ‘Seeds College 

Peeler, Evelyn, Librarian, Florence-Lauderdale Public Library —.. 

Perkins, Mrs. Elizabeth C., Chief, Documents Acquisition Section, Air 
University Library 


~ 


_ Birmingham 
_.Maxwell AFB 
.. Mobile 

.. Homewood 


_..Tuscaloosa 


..Greenville 
_.McCalla 
_. Marion 
_. Marion 
_... Tuscaloosa 


_ Gadsden 


Birmingham 
eae ae Troy 


= Landi. Michigan 


_. Birmingham 
_ Opelika 
.. Maxwell AFB 


_ Birmingham 
Citronelle 
Hamilton 


_ Mobile 
Mobile 

_ Cullman 
Maal AFB 
Maxwell AFB 

.. Craig AFB 
.. Montgomery 
Tuscaloosa 
cielo Eufaula 
. Montgomery 
.. Irondale 
Dothan 
Huntsville 

. Anniston 

- Monroeville 

.. Montgomery 
Mobile 


Maxwell AFB 
Maxwell AFB 


..Mobile 


Camm Chafien, hilton 


Florence 


Maxwell AFB 
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Perry County Library Association ae ieee .......--- Marion 
Perryman, Frances, Librarian, Weodlawa Brench, Bosiesen 

Public Library. erage et Birmingham 
Phillips, Miss Phil, Univ exaity of Alabome Liheory — i sls ; : Tuscaloosa 
Pickett, Callie, Librarian, Union Springs Public Library. acai Union Springs 
Pickett, Frances, Cataloger, Montgomery County Library. = : Montgomery 
Pinson, Mae, 500 Pelham Road... Jacksonvilk 

Piscitello, Caroline M., Post Library... Camp Rucker 
Pitts, Mrs. Mary Louise, Bibliographic Assistant, Air Usienelty iio Maxwell AFB 
Powell, Lillian J., Order Librarian, Birmingham Public Library Birmingham 
Prendergast, Margaret M., Librarian, Mobile County Public Law Library Mobile 
Price, Mrs. Hattie Black, Cataloger, Descriptive Cataloging Division, Library 

of Congress Washington D. C. 
Price, Mrs. J. E., Trustee, Tuscaloosa County Lewy Tuscaloosa 
Price, Miss Lola M., Librarian, Jones Valley High School : Powderly 
Pruitt, Mrs. Patrick, Business Manager, Huntsville Public Library __ Huntsville 
Rabun, Robert V., Page, Birmingham Public Library. Birmingham 
Ramsay, Richardena, Librarian, Parke Memorial Branch, Birmingham 

Public Library ; Birmingham 
Randle, Frank, Bibliographic Aectstenh, Air University Lihwary - Maxwell AFB 

Randle, Ruth, Assistant Librarian, College of Education Library, University 

of Alabama eee! ra Tuscaloosa 
Ray, Mrs. Guy L. gehts _...Haleyville 
Reay, Margaret, Chief, Serials Acquisition Section, Air University Liheary Maxwell AFB 
Reed, Mrs. Dorothy, 212 Flint Avenue Fairfield 
Rempe, E. F., New Method Book Bindery Jacksonville, Illinois 
Ridings, Lucile D., 1559 Dauphin Street _. Mobile 
Riley, Aleen, Librarian, Tarrant Public Library Tarrant 
Riley, Julia R., Librarian, Central Park Branch, Birmingham Public Library Birmingham 
Riser, Julia P., Librarian, Talladega High School Talladega 
Robbins, Katherine, Librarian, Woodlawn High School Birmingham 
Roberts, Mrs. Leo B., Headquarters Librarian, Public Library Service Division, 

State of Alabama Montgomery 
Robertson, Lois, Redstone Arse nal Tech: nical Library Huntsville 
Robinson, E. W., Standard School Service, 3827 First Avenue North Birmingham 
Rucks, Frances, Cataloger, Business Library, University of Alabama Tuscaloosa 
Russell, Abi, Librarian. Alabama College Montevallo 
Russell, Mrs. Bessie King, Huntsville Public Library Huntsville 
Russell, Mrs. Librada B., Redstone Arsenal Technical Library Huntsville 
Sanders, Ethel, Librarian, Montgomery Couty Library : Montgomery 
Schenk, Mrs. Gretchen - Summerdale 
Schaeffer, Mrs. Ruth, VA Hospital Licey Tuscaloosa 
Schmidt, Ruth M., Bibliographic Assistant, Air University Library Maxwell AFB 
Schmitt, Fannie, State Teachers College Library Florence 
Scott, Margaret H., Librarian, Talladega College Talladega 
Seay, Frances, Librarian, Ensley High School Birmingham 
Sessoms, Margaret Hannah, Assistant Librarian, Alabama College Montevallo 
Shaw Public Library... Scottsboro 
Sheehan, Mrs. Elizabeth W., 736 6 Cloverdale Road Montgomery 
Sheffield High School Library___. ; Sheffield 


Shropshire, Ogden, Trustee, Mobile Public Library Mobile 
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Simpson, Mary Loftin, Chief, Books Acquisition Section, Air University 

Library Maxwell AFB 
Skelton, Carolyn, Birmingham Public Library : Birmingham 
Slicer, Douglas H., Chemstrand Corporation Decatur 
Smallwood, Mrs. Ina, Librarian, Chickasaw Public Library Chickasaw 
Smart, Lieut. Margaret, WAF, C. & E. Branch Library, Air University Maxwell AFB 
Smith, Annis E., Librarian, Snead College 
Smith, Mrs. Charles Carter, Trustee, Mobile Public Library 
Smith, Rev. Frederick, O. S. B., Librarian, St. Bernard College 
Sinith, Miss Jimmie, Librarian, Handley High School 
Smith, Thelma J., Librarian, Mobile County High School Grand Bay 
Somers, Robert, Periodicals Section, Air University Library Maxwell AFB 
Spence, Paul, Reference Branch, Air University Library Maxwell AFB 
Sprott, Mrs. Robert, Librarian, Troy High School 
Stack, Louise P., Pratt City Branch, Birmingham Public Library 
Stamps, Helen, Head, Fine Arts Department, Birmingham Public Library_______._ Birmingham 
Starnes, Eleanor, Avondale on Birmingham Public Library__.___________________. Birmingham 
Sterne, M. H., Box 616, Rte. 2... << 
Stone, Mrs. ion, Librarian, Central Park ‘Branch, Shateghen 

Public Library__ Birmingham 
Stough, Mrs. L. P., Librarian, Central High School Phenix City 
Sumner, Ruth, Staff Artist, Birmingham Public Library__ _.......-.----.-- Birmingham 
Switzer, Mrs. J. L., Assistant Librarian, Homewood Public Lieory_ Homewood 

Talladega Public Library ee eee 

Tarrant High School Student ifowy ‘Aastasia.. Tarrant 
Taylor, Ethel, Librarian, East Lake Branch, Birmingham Public Library Birmingham 
Taylor, Mrs. Fannie A., Head, Circulation Department, Mobile Public Library -Mobile 
Taylor, Joseph G., Head, Reference Department, Alabama Polytechnic Institute ___. Auburn 
Terry, Mrs. E. T., Trustee, Huntsville-Madison County Public Library__.____ -Huntsville 
Thayer, Marjorie, c/o Alfred A. Knopf, 501 Madison Avenue___________...._New York, N. Y 
Thomas, Jamie Ward, 6624 Third Avenue South Birmingham 
Thomason, Mrs. W. D., Librarian, Dale County War Memorial Library____________. Ozark 
Thornley, Fant H., Director, Birmingham Public Library Birmingham 
Thornton, Marie, Cataloger, Mobile Public Library Mobile 
Thornton, Mrs. Ruth C., Head, Department of Science and Technology, Birmingham 

Public Library Birmingham 
Tilger, Clarence A., Base Librarian Brookley AFB 
Towery, James Gaston, Librarian, Oakwood College Huntsville 
Trammell, Mary P., Catalog Branch, Air University Library _......-.---------Maxwell AFB 
Trawick, Mrs. Leonard, Assistant, Reference Department, University of 

Alabama Library_. Tuscaloosa 
Tuggle, Mrs. Geraldine, 7 ren Oak Grove High School... - sO 
Turnipseed, Mrs. Jessie, Circulation Department, Montgomery Public Lewy. _ Montgomery 
Tuttle, Pearl N., Chief, Documents and Serials Section, Catalog Branch, 

Air University Library__ 
Tyson, Mrs. John P., Librarian, Kate Duncan Smith D. A. R. School 
Van Cleve, Vera V., Librarian, Southern Union College ; 
Verner, Mrs. Sarah A., Librarian, Alabama Collection, University of Alabama 
Veterans Hospital Library. ..-Tuscaloosa 
Vickery, Ardieth, Assistant Librarian, Murphy High School Mobile 
Wakefield, Mrs. Grace, Librarian, Lynn High School wee 
Waldrop, Mrs. Ruth, Librarian, Shades Valley High School Birmingham 
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Wall, Minnie, Cataloger, Alabama Polytechnic Institute Library___.. : 
Welch, Miss Willie W., Talladega Public Library__-_-_»»_-______ 
West, Mrs. T. H._. 

White, Charles F., ielieen Comy Sew Pyeng 


White, Virginia, Assistant, West End Branch, Binninghem Public Liheay. 
Williams, Catherine V., Librarian, Woodlawn High School 


Williams, Ellen, Secretary, Birmingham Public Library___.___________ 
Williams, Louise, Librarian, Holt Elementary School. 7 
Williams, Mrs. Marilyn, Periodicals Section, Air Univesity tien 
Williams, Wiley J., Reference Librarian, Business Library, University 

of Alabama... 
Willis, Mary Ann, ‘Librarian, Refeule High School _ 
Wilson, Mrs. Elsie I., Sheffield Public Library. eae a oak 
Wise, Kenda C., Business Library University of tidiene. ese eee : 
Wood, Mrs. Annie G., Librarian, Fairfield High School Re eee 
Wood, Mrs. C. R., Librarian, State Teachers College _ 


Woodbridge, Hensley C., Reference Librarian, Ashen elytechate: Institute 


Wyatt, Nell, Librarian, Georgiana High School... 
Zander, Mrs. C. W., Librarian, Brooke Hill School... 


LIFE MEMBERS 


Alford, Kathleen Thompson, Meridian Public Library. 

Arsic, Mrs. Walter, Muscle Shoals Regional Library_._______________ 
Bell, Clakey, Tuscaloosa Library Bindery_.._____-__»-___»_-»--______ 
Cantrell, Clyde H., Director of Libraries, Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
Cobb, Mrs. Leonard, Librarian, Department of Archives and History 
Danton, Mrs. Emily Miller, Director, Birmingham Public Library. 
Dawson, Annie Maud, 101 Thorn Place. 7 SS Ta SE a ae 
Edmondson, Mrs. Mattie Bibb, 117 Moulton Street... peee! 

Elmore, Laura, 535 South McDonough Street__- 

Hoskins, Mrs. M. I. Cee eae 
Johnston, Mildred R., Likeesion, ‘Jecuenville High ‘Sebed. : 

Kahn, Mrs. Nathan... ; 
McClelland, Mrs. Lucile B. Cataloger, B. B. Comer Memeral Litwary. 
Miller, Margaret, Children’s Librarian, Birmingham Public Library_ 
Moffat, M. Elizabeth, 11 Common Street 

Mullen, Mary, Librarian, Department of Archives ary History. 

Newton, Mrs. Reuben L., Trustee, Walker County Library 

Owen, Mrs. Marie Bankhead, Director, Department of Archives and History 
Pittman, Mary C., Librarian, B. B. Comer Memorial Library. 


Sanford, Mrs. Julian H., Librarian, School of Law University of Alabene ; 


Sulzby, James F., Jr., 4212 Overlook Road South. 
Thomas, Margaret, Assistant Librarian, Howard College 
Willoughby, Mabel, Librarian, Howard College. 
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Have you any brief items suitable as fillers? If so, send the Editor a postal card with 


the information on it, and, chances are, it will appear in the next issue. 
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a lot of little spaces, and you might as well be the one to keep one of them from being 


empty. 
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WINDOWS FOR YOUNG AMERICANS' 


By Priscitta Lantz, Acting Head, Department of Library Science 
University of Tennessee 


The subject I have chosen was suggested 
by Elizabeth Gray Vining’s fine book, 
Windows For the Crown Prince, which has 
appeared on many lists of current books for 
young adults. More than one librarian 
must have been very proud that the Ameri- 
can woman chosen to tutor the Crown Prince 
was a former librarian, and must have noted 
with interest how she used books to help 
open windows on the democratic way of 
life and the problems of other people. 


However, my subject of windows came 
only partly from Mrs. Vining’s title. For 
many years librarians and others have 
thought of books as windows. May Lamber- 
ton Becker, for instance, used exactly those 
words as a title for a book she wrote in 
1929 — a collection of informal essays about 
books of various kinds. Then, too, the win- 
dow idea came to me very forcibly when 
the author of a popular book on religion 
made the point that a good deal of the 
trouble of many unhappy and neurotic adults 
came from the fact that they were living, 
as it were, in a closed room surrounded by 
mirrors, so that everywhere they looked they 
found nothing but themselves reflected. This 
was always monotonous and stultifying, 
whereas if they could only turn the mirrors 
into windows, they would be in quite a 
different and happier situation. 


That set me to thinking about children, 
too. Actually, the unhappy adult enclosed 
by mirrors is only an individual who has 
failed to grow un, for every human individ- 
ual starts life completely egocentric. Grad- 
ually, his mirrors begin to change into 
windows, until in adulthood he can fling 
them open on the whole world, and in at 
least some measure, according to his capacity 
and insight, merge himself with the whole 
stream of humanity and the universe which 
is its home. 

Librarians have never believed that books 
are a substitute for experience, but we do 


1 Condensed from a lecture given to the Alabama 
Library Association, Huntsville, May 2, 1953. 


believe that good books can help to interpret 
and enrich experience, and thereby extend 
the insight that any one individual could 
get from his own limited experience in one 
lifetime. Therefore, we continue to preach 
this doctrine and to act by this faith. And 
especially those who work with children and 
young people, I think, are aware of the 
tremendous potentialities that exist in the 
contacts between books and people. It is 
a cliche’ to say again that the younger 
generation we work with right now needs 
more open windows to wider horizons than 
ever before — but it is still true. And we 
believe that books can do their bit — or 
we wouldn’t be doing what we are. 

In pursuing this topic, I am choosing to 
limit my comments to certain kinds of 
books, rather than to tackle the whole order. 
I believe, really, than any good book can 
be a window to something for somebody. 

In order to keep my presentation time 
within reason, I have decided to limit my 
comments to a few books which could open 
windows for young Americans to other peo- 
ple and other places, but were not written 
for instructional purposes. There are many 
fine ones in that group, too (Such as the 
“Portraits of the Nations” series, and the 
‘Here is Africa,” etc., groun), but I am 
forced to admit that my favorite books about 
people are those that weren’t written particu- 
larly to teach anything, but are records of 
the true experiences of different kinds of 
people or some of the experiences of their 
authors expressed indirectly in fictional 
forms. 

In choosing a few human-experience books 
to mentally extract from the shelves, I am 
using the simplest selection test of all — 
sufficient impact on me as an individual 
reader that I still remember them vividly, 
whether the reading was a few months or 
twenty years ago. 

Here are a few favorites, divided into 
two groups: (1) some that open windows 
on other Americans, and (2) some that 








open windows on a wider world. In each 
group there are a few for younger children, 
a few for older boys and girls, and some 
for high school age readers. 


Of the books I remember most vividly as 
windows on other Americans, it seems as 
though all were about families. Most are 
stories or biographies of the present or not 
so long ago — probably because the authors 
of this generation so often draw on the ex- 
periences of their own childhood. Many of 
them picture a way of life that would be 
quite unfamiliar to children of the 1950's, 
with their faster-moving vehicles and more 
numerous labor-saving gadgets. In some of 
them, even a generation ago, we are back in 
almost a pioneer society. Yet they are not 
primarily historical, because the accent is on 
people rather than periods. Some are about 
families with different culture patterns or 
particular regional settings, but they too are 
mainly about families. In fact, as is true 
of any books that appeal strongly to readers 
of any age, they combine elements of the 
familiar with the lure of the different. Thus 
some familiar threads run through all of 
them: their quiet and natural insistence that 
people are important, that families and 
friends offer security and affection and the 
necessity for give and take, that material 
possessions aren’t the most important, that 
individuals have the right to be different, 
that all humans still have their problems, that 
there is joy and beauty in everyday living 
and adventure in human relationships. 

It is harder to find good stories of this 
type for very young children than it is to 
find captivating animal stories and fanci- 
ful tales, especially if one is looking for 
the realistic books about people that have 
that element of the different, without making 
that difference strange and outlandish or 
the book so full of sweetness and light that 
the aim of understanding seems forced. It 
seems to me that Charlotte Baker’s Necessary 
Nellie and Nellie and the Mayor's Hat com- 
bine an appealing dog story with a Mexican- 
American family that has fun without much 
money. They eat tortillas and beans and 
chili, they enjoy life and each other, and 
have persistence and ingenuity in working 
on Nellie’s problems. Several of Leo Politi’s 
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picture books also suggest in their attractive 
water colors and simple stories that some 
children in California have dark complexions 
and eat different foods, but have color and 
beauty in their lives. Of course, everyone 
knows Mexican-American Pedro, the Angel 
of Olivera Street, and Juanita, celebrating 
her fifth birthday, and Sicilian-American 
Peppe in A Boat for Peppe. 


Out of several stories of Negro families 
who seem neither smarter nor lazier than 
white families, I think I would pick My Dog 
Rinty, by Ellen Tarry, and Araminta and 
Jerome Anthony, by Eva Knox Evans, as 
those I remember best. In the first, David 
lives in a Harlem flat with a family that is 
neither prosperous nor poverty-stricken. His 
problem is not in being colored, but in 
whether or not he is going to be able to 
keep a mischievous dog from wearing out his 
welcome. To country children of either race 
it might open a view of families who live 
in crowded cities, and children of either 
race would find the pictures amusing, ap- 
pealing, and lifelike. Tobe by Stella Sharpe, 
is a well-k:.own photographic picture book 
about a rural Southern Negro family. The 
story has little or no plot, but is a simple 
factual account of rural chores and church 
and school, which could lead naturally to 
discussion of different kinds of communities 
and an awareness of different kinds of chil- 
dren. In Araminta and Jerome Anthony the 
interesting differences in country and city 
life are again stressed rather than the racial 
theme. 


Among recent books for middle grades 
which broaden acquaintance with different 
kinds of American families, I especially liked 
All-of-a-Kind Family, by Sidney Taylor. 
This is the story of a Jewish family in New 
York’s Lower East Side, about 1912. It is 
an all-of-a-kind family because there are five 
girls in a row. I think this book would 
have something of the same appeal as 
Eleanor Estes’ better known Moffat family, 
and to about the same audience. More 
specialized in its theme is Mrs. Estes’ Hun- 
dred Dresses, especially for girls — a more 
sober and wistful book than The Moffats, 
and frankly one of the “problem books” for 
children, in that the heroine is a Polish girl 
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who lives in an undesirable part of town 
aud constantly wears one faded blue dress, 
though she boasts of a hundred hanging in 
her closet. It is realistic in that when the 
better dressed little girls begin to understand 
and want to make amends it is too late, for 
Wanda has moved away. Mrs. Estes tells a 
good story, without moralizing. 


For the same group, and also too well- 
known to need any introducing, are Lois 
Lenski’s regional American stories, Straw- 
berry Girl, Judy’s Journey, Bayou Suzette, 
Cotton in my Sack, Blue Ridge Billy. Per- 
haps because they are longer stories and 
therefore with more detailed plot and char- 
acterization, I believe I enjoyed them more 
than Miss Lenski’s more recent book of four 
short stories for younger children, We Live 
in the South. 

Because there are so many more stories of 
American families for girls than there are 
for boys, I think children’s librarians have 
welcomed This Boy Cody and This Boy Cody 
and his Friends, by Leon Wilson, and The 
New Boy, by Mary Urmstrom. 

Among books about families in the open 
spaces of the West, I don’t believe any will 
supersede Laura Ingalls Wilder’s “Little 
House” stories or Carol Ryrie Brink’s Caddy 
Woodlawn in the affections of children, but 
there are some other good ones toc. Nancy 
Barnes made a definite contribution a few 
years ago with The Wonderful Year, a story 
of a year in the life of twelve-year-old Ellen, 
who moves to a fruit ranch in Colorado. 
More recently, Little Britches, by Ralph 
Moody, has been very popular with many 
readers from the early teens up. This is 
non-fiction, an absorbing personal narrative 
of the author’s boyhood on a western ranch. 

There are so many of these heart-warming 
stories about growing up for young people. 
One is not apt to forget young Katrin from 
Mama’s Bank Account, by Kathryn Forbes, 
nor Uncle Chris and the Aunts, and Dagmar 
and Uncle Elizabeth, even if Mama is still 
the heroine. And over many years I re- 
member My Antonia, by Willa Cather. I 
hope high schoolers still enjoy this fine 
novel of western farm life and sturdy immi- 
grant pioneers. From recent years, Jade 
Snow Wong’s Fifth Chinese Daughter gives 
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much enjoyment, as well as insight into the 
experiences of a young San Franciscan who 
had the capacity to reconcile the conflicts 
and realize the values of two very different 
cultures. Anything Can Happen (and it 
usually did to George Papashvily ) and Syrian 
Yankee, by Salom Rizk, are two more of 
many fine personal narratives that give one 
enlarged appreciation of American citizen- 
ship. 

From the wide and rich area of career 
stories and biographies, Borghild Dahl’s auto- 
biography, I Wanted to See, is a double 
window on the challenge of teaching as a 
profession and the courage of a handicapped 
individual. I Begin Again, by Alice Bretz, 
Cotton in my Ears, by Frances Warfield, 
Louise Baker’s hilarious Out on a Limb, and 
Miracle at Carville, by Betty Martin, are oth- 
er true stories of handicaps, appealing to 
many young people but with no vocational 
theme. 

Among many with vocational insight, but 
without the handicap element, I especially 
enjoyed one by Sheila McKay Russell, A 
Lamp is Heavy, a fictional treatment of a 
young nursing trainee. I was favorably im- 
pressed, too, with No Time for Tears, the 
autobiography of a nurse in the West (Lora 
Hughes) in the earlier years of this cen- 
tury, when travel was much harder and 
communities more isolated. Either of these 
books would go well with Cecil Woodham- 
Smith’s recent biography of Florence Night- 
ingale, either in the original for very good 
readers or in its somewhat reduced length 
for younger readers. 

To try even to list books which might 
open windows for young Americans on the 
world scene is at once a temptation and an 
almost impossible problem: There are so 
many of them and the world is so wide. I 
should like, however, to mention a few good 
books with settings in other countries that 
have been published for children below high 
school age since the war. Pancakes-Paris 
and Twenty and Ten, two books by Claire 
Huchet Bishop, both show vividly and sym- 
pathetically something of what war and 
friendship and loyalty meant to French 
children. The Level Land, by Dola DeJong, 
is a fine story of a Dutch family during 
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the war, with a sequel for hemewhat older 
children of the same family adjusting to 
peacetime conditions. Marta the Doll, by 
Eloise Lownsbery, is not of the war scene, 
but presents an interesting Polish family, 
including their Christmas celebration. The 
Cow-Tail Switch, and Other West African 
Stories, retold by Harold Courlander and 
George Herzog, is a collection of folk tales, 
but definitely with the flavor of another 
hemisphere. | Magic Money, Looking-for- 
Something, and Secret of the Andes, three 
by Ann Nolan Clark within three years, all 
have their setting in Latin American coun- 
tries — the first two for younger children 
(and both illustrated by Leo Politi); the 
last, this year’s Newbery Award winner. I 
found it a haunting and beautiful story with 
a quality of remoteness that is different 
from Mrs Clark’s earlier and simpler books 
about Indian children, though it has the 
same singing words and simple dignity. 
India and the Orient have been well 
represented among books for children and 
young people during the last few years. 
Jean Bothwell weaves a good deal of ac- 
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tion into several middle-grade stories, along 
with sympathetic and childlike characteri- 
zation of neighbors it would be nice to know 
(Little Boat Boy, River Boy of Kashmir, 
Star of India, Little Flute Player). Rumer 
Godden’s The River is for rather mature 
young people, whose interest would prob- 
ably have been increased by last year’s beau- 
tiful technicolor picture. Santha Rama Rau, 
an Indian girl in her twenties, who at- 
tended Wellesley, has made a fine contri- 
bution with Home to India and East of 
Home, both of which could be very chal- 
lenging to young adults who want to think 
about serious questions. 

For China the years since the war have 
added Su Mei’s Golden Year, by Marguerite 
Bro, and The Red Chair Waits, by Alice 
Huggins, among others. The former is 
for upper elementary children, and the lat- 
ter a teen-age novel of a Christian Chinese 
girl and how she solved her marriage prob- 
lem. Both show Chinese people in transition 
from the old customs to the new in a non- 
political way. 

Elizabeth Gray Vining, with whom we 
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started, helps to open windows on Japan 
and its upper class leaders, as well as to 
open windows for the Crown Prince. Lucy 
Herndon Crockett presents the utter poverty 
and suspicion of Japanese city-dwellers in 
the years right after the war and the sur- 
prised friendliness of Japanese children and 
Ainerican G. I.’s, in Teru, a Girl of Yoko- 
homa, a story with a twelve-year-old heroine. 
One of Pearl Buck’s few juveniles, The Big 
Wave, is a slight, well-written, rather time- 
less story of Japan — perhaps for middle- 
grade readers. 

A couple of good ones dealing with the 
Middle. East are I Married an Arab, by 
Mary Bushakra and My Turkish Adventure, 
by Pamela Burr, either of which might lead 
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to Justice Douglas’ more substantial Strange 
Lands and Friendly People. 

Europe I have just about neglected, be- 
cause the possibilities are just too wide. 
There is one out of Europe, though, that 
packs a terrific emotional wallop: Ann Frank, 
the Diary of a Young Girl, the very personal 
record of a brilliant adolescent whose last 
two years, from 13 to 15, were spent in 
hiding with her Jewish family in Holland. 
It is unutterably sad, because you know from 
the beginning that she didn’t live to come 
out into the freedom and the adult life that 
she would have been able to savor so fully. 
It is a powerful, though unintentional, testi- 
mony of youth against war and prejudice. 


oO * 


The University of Alabama’s Amelia Gayle Gorgas Library has been air conditioned and 


is now being completely redecorated. 
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WHO'S NEW 


When the bill for the last issue came in, your editor received a rude jolt: the cost of 
making the small individual cuts of new people was five dollars each. As AL receives only 
a dollar from each member’s dues each year, this means—well, you can figure it out for 
yourself. Investigation shows, however, that if a single cut is made of a number of pictures, 
the per capita cost drops drastically. That leaves us no choice: they must be combined. 
Which leads us to a request that was not necessary while we made a separate cut of each 
person: will you try to send us pictures of approximately uniform size—about 2x3 inches? 





And glossy, prints, if possible, please! 


—RML 





CarRoLyN LAMAR Wray, of Gastonia, 
North Carolina, is Head Librarian at Judson 
College. She is a graduate of Meredith Col- 
lege, and has an A. B. L. S. from the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina and M. S. in L. S. 
from Peabody. Her previous library exper- 
ience has been as librarian at Campbell 
College and at Gardner-Webb College, in 
North Carolina. 


MARILYN WILLIAMS ( Mrs. BEN WILLIAMS 
since June) is in the Periodicals Branch at 
Air University. Born in Nashville, she holds 
degrees from Mary Baldwin and Peabody, 
and has worked in the libraries of Vander- 
bilt and Baylor Universities, and served as 
librarian at Martin College, Pulaski, Tenn- 
essee. 


Rosert DELZELL, native Missourian, has 
become Chief of the Acquisitions Branch, 
Air University. A graduate of Drury College, 
with M. S. in L. S. from Illinios, he has also 
done graduate work at Northwestern and 
Washington Universities. He comes to 
Alabama from the Washington University 
Library staff, is a World War II army vet- 
eran, and is a bachelor. 

JAMEs K. Harkins, native of Birmingham, 
graduate of Birmingham-Southern and UNC 
Library School, is a new member of the 
General Reference Staff at Air University. 
His previous library experience has been in 
the Birmingham and New York Public 
Libraries. 
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“SOME LIBRARIES ARE DIFFERENT’ — I 


(In this department your Editor again presents, somewhat self-consciously, the account 
of a library in the Air University Library System. Material on non-Air University libraries 
will be published as soon as their librarians send it in, which, it is certainly hoped, will 


be soon.) 


GUNTER BRANCH LIBRARY 
OF THE 
USAF SCHOOL OF AVIATION MEDICINE 


By O. T. CHamMBeErs, LIBRARIAN 


Anyone needing medical reference mater- 
ials will soon discover that in the state of 
Alabama, as in many states, the number of 
libraries specializing in such materials is 
definitely limited. In addition to the rela- 
tively widely known library of the University 
of Alabama Medical Center and those of the 
various VA, military, and private hospitals, 
there is one more, which, though still not 
too widely known, is increasing in impor- 
tance —the Gunter Branch Library at the 
Gunter Branch of the USAF School of Avi- 
ation Medicine, Gunter AFB, Alabama. 


In order to eliminate possible confusion, 
it should be pointed out that the school at 
Gunter AFB is a branch of the parent USAF 
School of Aviation Medicine, headquarters of 
which is at Randolph AFB, Texas. The 
Gunter school is served by the Gunter 
Branch of the Air University Library, which 
is located at Maxwell AFB. Each of these 
branches — the school and the library — was 
brought into existance late in 1950 as a re- 
sult of the need for additional facilities to 
meet the demands of the expanding instruct- 
ional program of the School of Aviation 
Medicine. 


A bit of background concerning the school 
may be the best introduction to the library, 
its growth, and its mission. Originally offer- 
ing only a single course, Gunter now includes 
in its curriculum some 25 different courses. 
These cover the various medical specialities 
and allied subjects necessary to the operation 
of the Air Force Medical Service. Students 
range from personnel who are already com- 
manders of hospitals and other medical 
facilities, through all levels of airman medi- 
cal specialities, down to the neophyte aero- 
medical apprentice. 


Courses for officers include, among others, 
the Wing Base Surgeon and the Wing Base 
Dental Surgeon Courses, the Flight Nurse 
Course, the Basic Course in Medical Admini- 
stration, the Clinical Laboratory Officer 
Course, and the Officers’ Indoctrination 
Course. Courses for airmen are presented 
on three different levels: the supervisory, 
the technician, and the apprentice. These 
men —- and some members of the WAF — 
are trained for assignments in administrative 
sections, physiological training units, pre- 
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ventive medicine sections, air evacuation, 
veterinary services, medical laboratories, 
dental clinics, dental laboratories, radiology 
sections, and other jobs requiring the train- 
ing given at Gunter. Courses vary in length 
from two to forty-two weeks, with an aver- 
age of approximately 800 students attending 
school throughout the year. 

When the school opened in 1950, the 
entire staff consisted of some 20 officers and 
40 enlisted men. At present, the instruct- 
ional staff alone numbers 180, eighty of 
whom are officers. About 40 officers (in- 
cluding 16 physicians and 8 dentists) and 
40 airmen are full-time instructors. The 
remainder are supporting personnel, most 
of whom teach on a part-time basis. 

Library service has kept pace with the 
growth of the school. The library which 3 
years ago was administered by a lone un- 
trained airman, is now staffed by a pro- 
fessional librarian, a library assistant, a 
clerk-typist, and an airman. 

At the time of its inception, the library 
consisted of an uncataloged hodgepodge 
collection of materials of questionable value 
and vintage sent up from Randolph AFB. 
In the interim, the library has offically 
become a branch of the Air University 
Library. The book collection now consists 
of over 4,000 fully cataloged volumes, most 
of which are medical reference works. An 
attempt is made to have available a few 
books dealing with each of the major subject 
fields, with considerable shelf space being 
allotted to books on education, public speak- 
ing, and law. 

The library receives 160 current period- 
icals selected for their interest to the staff 
and students of the school. Binding is 
limited to those journals which will lend 
permanent support to the school’s program. 
A document collection, filling several filing 
cabinets, includes pertinent training manuals, 
medical service bulletins and newsletters, 
and School of Aviation Medicine research 
project reports. Extensive use is made of the 
resources of the Air University Library, the 
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Aeromedical Library of the School of Avi- 
ation Medicine at Randolph AFB, and the 
Armed Forces Medical Library in Washing- 
ton. Materials are also frequently procured 
on loan from the medical libraries of civilian 
institutions. 

As is true with many highly specialized 
reference libraries, it would be impossible to 
determine, accurately and objectively, the 
contribution of this library toward the 
accomplishment of the mission of the Gunter 
Branch of the School of Aviation Medicine. 
However, such tangible evidence as is avail- 
able—in the form of statistics and the 
reactions of our patrons—is convincing 
enough to lead us to feel that our services are 
indeed wanted, needed, and appreciated, 
and that we are a small but important cog in 
the great machinery of national defense. 
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“ALABAMA BOUND” — II 


By Pau SPENCE, AtR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


A few publishers and several individuals 
have responded with information about items 
for this department. We are most anxious 
to include information about locally pub- 
lished items which might not appear in the 
regular trade bibliographies. Any infor- 
mation may be sent to the editor of this 
feature. 


Alabama. University. Publications of the 
University of Alabama, 1951 1952; ed. by 
James B. McMillan, Leonard M. Trawick, 
and Robert M. Wallace. ( University of Ala- 
bame Bulletin, v. 46, no. 21). 
of Alabama press, 1953. 56 p. 

Blough, Gideon Light. Fundamentals of 
citizenship. New York, Laidlaw Bros., 1952. 
School civics text. 

Carter, Clarence Edwin, ed. Territorial 
papers of the United States. Vol. XVIII, 
The Territory of Alabama, 1817-1819. Gov- 


University 


ernment Printing Office, 1952. 875 p. Sup- 
plements the papers of the Mississippi 
Territory published previously. 

Danton, Emily M., ed. Pioneering 
leaders in librarianship. ALA, 1953 (No. 8 
in “American Library Pioneers” series ) 200p. 
$4.25. Brief biographical sketches of 18 
distinguished American librarians, edited by 
recently retired Director of Birmingham 
Public Library. 


Ewing, Kathryn McElroy. The Golden 
age: old South in the land of Dixie. Birm- 
ingham, Privately printed, 1952. 131 p. 
$5.00 Intimate story of the McElroy family 
and their contributions to Alabama life and 
culture since 1817. 


Hamilton, Peter Joseph. Colonial Mobile. 
Rev. ed. Mobile, Privately printed, 1952. 
594 p. New edition of the story of early 
Mobile by this Alabama historian. 
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